
29 October 2025

V. Rahbar (she/they | Mx.)
Fourth-Year PhD Candidate| UBC iSchool 

The Manga Library:
Interactive workshop on comics
from Japan for kids and teens



2

I would like to acknowledge that the 

UBC Vancouver-Point Grey campus is 

located on the traditional, ancestral, 

and unceded territory of the 

hənq̓ə̓minə̓m̓ speaking xʷməθkʷəyə̓m 

(Musqueam) people.

native-land.ca

LAND ACKNOWLEDGMENT 

leləḿ



3

• Introducing Manga

• Classifying Manga

• Manga in North American Libraries

• Question & Answer Session

• Manga Literacy

• Manga Annotation Exercise

Self-Introduction & Agenda
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Introducing Manga
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" ...this volume [The Cambridge Companion to Manga 

and Anime (2024)] prioritizes what has been embraced as 

“manga proper.” In Japan, the word “manga” is used to signify 

all kinds of comics, but consumers and critics have given 

preference to narratives that begin as magazine-based 

serials or are released by established manga publishing 

houses as distinct from instructional comics (gakushū manga) 

or highly individual graphic novels in translation." 

                                                                                            (Berndt, 2024)

漫画 まんが マンガ Manga & Manga Proper
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Anime: Animated televisions series and films 

often based off manga proper.

Media Mix: “A Japanese transmedia

marketing and franchising strategy … 

intended to create a synergistic effect in the 

promotion of both media products.” 

                                (Manga: A Critical Guide, 132)

アニメ Anime & メディアミックス Media Mix
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Classifying Manga
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Manga age ratings are provided by 

North American publishers and are not 

assigned nor found in the original 

Japanese-language editions.

As always, consider your own library's 

community first then age ratings.

Manga's Age Ratings
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Target demographics, the term I prefer, predate manga and reflect a publishing 

practice that marketed works to certain age groups and genders. Target 

demographics are used today to catalogue and classify manga, anime, and more.

Manga's Genres or Target Demographics
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“Manga for young children,

usually under ten years old.

Also known as 子供向け

kodomomuke” - The Citi

Exhibition Manga

子供向け漫画 Kodomomuke
Manga for Kids
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Manga for girls and women in 

middle school, high 

school, and college.

“Manga aimed at girls aged 

roughly 10 - 18” - The Citi 

Exhibition Manga

少女漫画 Shōjo Manga
Manga for Girls
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Manga for people of all ages 

and genders with most readers

being teens.

“Manga aimed at boys aged 

roughly 10 - 18” - The Citi 

Exhibition Manga

少年漫画 Shōnen Manga
Manga for Boys
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Manga created for women by 

women, and mostly read by

women.

“Manga for older teenage girls 

and young women.” - The Citi 

Exhibition Manga

女性漫画 Josei Manga
Manga for Young Women
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Manga for older teens and 

adults, enjoyed by all genders.

“Manga for older teen boys 

and young adult men.” - The 

Citi Exhibition Manga

青年漫画 Seinen Manga
Manga for Young Men (adults)
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Manga in North American Libraries
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What about libraries serving both children and teen readers? Any tips?

Manga in North American Libraries: Cataloguing

Know your community!

In Japan, Barefoot Gen is 
in the children's section 
and yet in Canada the 
manga is found in the 
adult section.

Hadashi no Gen 
(Barefoot Gen) Vol 5

Children
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English-language manga

• Manga Classics (great for kids manga)

• TokyoPop (great for kids manga)

• VIZ Media (great for kids manga)

• Kodansha 

• First Second 

• Yen Press

• Seven Seas Entertainment

• Dark Horse Comics

Manga in North American Libraries: Publishers (En)
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French-language manga

• Prologue

• ADP

• Dimedia 

• Socadis 

• Kana

• Pika Edition

• nobi nobi !

• Soleil Manga 

Manga in North American Libraries: Publishers (Fr)

For more information, check out the
O-Taku Manga Lounge in Montreal, Quebec.

https://otakulounge.com/
https://otakulounge.com/
https://otakulounge.com/
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Does Shikamaru smoke, or not? Reading manga beyond the 2 solitudes.

Manga in North American Libraries: Censorship & 
Localization 
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Enjoying (anime and) manga at your library!

• Anime Cons & Comic Cons

• Anime & Manga Clubs

• Arts-focused Workshops (Comics, cosplay)

• Crafts (Sara Smith – make manga bookmarks 

and colouring pages from spent volumes)

• Literacy (Supporting bilingual readers with 

manga in Chinese, French, Japanese, etc.)

• Homework Club (Educational manga)

Manga in North American Libraries: Programming
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Question & Answer Session
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Manga Literacy: Learning how to read 
and appreciate Japanese Comics
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“Manga literacy is defined as “the ability and skill to read and draw manga,” 

and manga reading comprehension is “the ability and skill to attain manga story 

comprehension.” I will show that manga reading skills change with age, manga 

reading literacy skills contribute to story comprehension, and that manga 

comprehension has applied implications.”  

                                                                                                                       (Nakazawa, p. 25)

Manga Literacy is... ?
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Manga's Visual Language
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The various elements and techniques 

which are present in manga proper. When 

one has a better understanding of 

manga's visual language, then their manga 

literacy should also increase.

Today's lesson will focus on Volume One 

of Fruits Basket by Natsuki Takaya.

Manga's Visual Language



26

The Book: Reading Orientation
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The Page: Layouts and Gutters
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The Background: Screentones
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The Panel: Koma and the Flow of Frames

1?2

3

4

5
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The Text: Speech Bubbles and Captions

A

B

C

D

E

E

F

G

H

I

J
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The Sound: Sound Effects 
and Onomatopoeia
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The Sign: Manpu 
Iconography
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Extra: 四コマ Yon-koma Four-Panel Comics

1

2

3

4
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Manga Annotation
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Please annotate the various pages of manga place on the walls in small 

groups. This include identifying the reading orientation, the flow of frames, 

any manpu iconography present, sound effects, screen tones, and so forth.

Ganbatte! Have fun! 

Manga Annotation Exercise
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Thank You!
 vrahbar@student.ubc.ca
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Extra Slides
Further information about accessible manga and more.
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Understanding Through Comics: A Comics and Comics Studies Journal Club
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Identifying Manga
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▪ Chiefly black-and-white illustrations 

with all-colour covers and title 

pages

▪  Perfect binding

▪ Right-to-left reading orientation

▪ Sized 5 in x 7.5 in (12 cm x 19 cm)

▪ Softcover

Note: Kids manga does not follow this.

Manga's Print Materiality



42

Low Quality & Ephemeral

“Weekly, fortnightly, monthly, or

bimonthly anthology magazines

containing episode of multiple

manga series, sometimes with

other content.” - The Citi

Exhibition Manga

Print Manga
雑誌 Magazines 

Print Manga
単行本 Volumes

Medium-to-High Quality & Collected

“An individual volume of collected 

manga strips [episodes, chapters] 

from a single series.” - The Citi

Exhibition Manga
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Mixed Quality & Ephemeral

Manga volumes and magazines

made available as ebooks.

This form of digital manga is

easy for the library to acquire.

Digital Manga
Traditional 

Digital Manga
Non-Traditional

Mixed Quality & Ephemeral

Manga made available via

simulpublishing or videos.

This form of digital manga is

difficult for the library to acquire.

Simulpublishing refers to simulpubs 

(Simultaneous + Publishing)
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Can very rarely acquire

Manga images and text is described 

then read out loud to readers with 

distribution in DAISY audio format.

Only available outside Japan if the 

patron is a member of NLS or CELA 

plus the librarian must read Japanese.

Accessible Manga
Audio

Accessible Manga
Braille

Impossible to acquire

Manga images and text is described 

then printed in 点字 Japanese Braille. 

Not available outside Japan even if 

CELA and/or NLS member. 
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Accessible Manga as Video Manga
The Yankee & The White Cane Girl (Love's in Sight!)
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Cataloguing Tips from Sara Smith (teacher 

librarian) of The Graphic Library!

• Large collection? Shelve by format (CB for comic 

book, GF for graphic fiction, MAN for manga, and 

NGF for Graphic Nonfiction)

• Shelve by series title 

o How to shelve Fullmetal Alchemist by 

Hiromu Arakawa?

▪ Old: 741.5 AKA (741.5 AUT)

▪ New: MAN FUL  (MAN TITLE)

Manga in North American Libraries: Cataloguing
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