The Manga Library:
Interactive workshop on comics
from Japan for kids and teens

29 October 2025

V. Rahbar (she/they | Mx.)
Fourth-Year PhD Candidate| UBC iSchool
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Self-Introduction & Agenda

* Introducing Manga

* Classifying Manga

* Manga in North American Libraries
* Question & Answer Session

* Manga Literacy

* Manga Annotation Exercise




Introducing Manga




BE FAHI <TH Manga & Manga Proper

" ...this volume [The Cambridge Companion to Manga

and Anime (2024)] prioritizes what has been embraced as
“manga proper.” In Japan, the word “manga” is used to signify
all kinds of comics, but consumers and critics have given
preference to narratives that begin as magazine-based
serials or are released by established manga publishing

houses as distinct from instructional comics (gakusht manga)

or highly individual graphic novels in translation.”
(Berndt, 2024)



7=+ Anime & *T4T73Iv9IRX Media Mix

Anime: Animated televisions series and films

often based off manga proper.

Media Mix: “A Japanese transmedia
marketing and franchising strategy ...
intended to create a synergistic effect in the
promotion of both media products.”

(Manga: A Critical Guide, 132) MAN
galcyidi




Classifying Manga




Manga's Age Ratings

Manga age ratings are provided by
North American publishers and are not
assigned nor found in the original

Japanese-language editions.

As always, consider your own library's

community first then age ratings.

147// Rat iney s

There are manga for everyone. We do try to provide
guidance to our manga series via ratings to suggest
appropriate contents for each age group.

YOUTH
Appropriate for all ages.

TEEN

Suggested for ages 13+. May
feature intense fantasy violence
and crude humor.

OLDER TEEN

Suggested for ages 16+. May
feature realistic violence and
sexually suggestive situations.

MATURE
Suggested for 18+. May feature
explicit violence and nudity.



Manga's Genres or Target Demographics

@ Crunchyroll Popular Categories ~ [\ENE] Games Store News ~ Q
New GENRES %
Browse All (A-Z) Action Music Shonen w
Simulcast Season Adventure Romance Slice of life
Release Calendar Comedy Sci-Fi Sports
Music Videos & Concerts Drama Seinen Supernatural
Fantasy Shojo Thriller

Target demographics, the term | prefer, predate manga and reflect a publishing
practice that marketed works to certain age groups and genders. Target

demographics are used today to catalogue and classify manga, anime, and more.



F {4t M 12 H Kodomomuke
Manga for Kids

“Manga for young children,
usually under ten years old.
Also known as F ] 1+
kodomomuke” - The Citi
Exhibition Manga
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/22 ;2 H Shojo Manga
Manga for Girls

Manga for girls and women in
middle school, high

school, and college.

“Manga aimed at girls aged
roughly 10 - 18" - The Citi
Exhibition Manga
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/> & ;& H Shonen Manga
Manga for Boys

Manga for people of all ages
and genders with most readers

being teens.

“Manga aimed at boys aged
roughly 10 - 18" - The Citi
Exhibition Manga

' KOYOHA
' GOTOUG

JUJTTSU KAISEN

9

In a world where cursed spirits feed on unsuspecting

humans, fragments of the legendary and feared
demon Ryomen Su una have been lost and scattered
about. Should any demon consume Sukuna’s body parts,
the power they gain could destroy the wortld as we
know it. Fortunately, there exists a m

iuiutsu sorcerers who exist to protec
¢ living from the 5U pernatural!

t the precarious

existence of th

In order to thwart th i
e culling gam
2 : ! - game, Itadori need
le[:;x] H.\kan, a third-year who js cu"cmlususs 'h"dhdi’
i : - en
oy o ‘hts:'H)gh, so he decides to pal(ici;:t{'? -
MCJnWh;ﬁ:und {ght club where Hakari works a bn an'
> Fushiguro infiltrates the figh i
s ight club and heads for
S e P .ranons, but another Jujutsu High
using their cursed technique to block hi ; !
c is way!

1S

81974 ! 734399
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48 El Josei Manga
Manga for Young Women

Manga created for women by
women, and mostly read by

women.

“Manga for older teenage girls
and young women.” - The Citi

Exhibition Manga

RigAruga
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T &Fi8E Seinen Manga 394 — lremanga

AN— ——

Manga for Young Men (adults)

Manga for older teens and

adults, enjoyed by all genders.

“Manga for older teen boys
and young adult men.” - The
Citi Exhibition Manga
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Manga in North American Libraries




Manga in North American Libraries: Cataloguing

What about libraries serving both children and teen readers? Any tips?

s [E#] 272LD5SY 5
‘Lo> o iR B3R/ E - &0 - 2020.1 - 726.1

g oA Hadashi no Gen
'} f’ (Barefoot Gen) Vol g

Ritirh

i h A L AR
Fhigk
i | 79, BEDFNHEIE 4 #TY,
PR PR FEXREE #ERI—FK 2k i i X 7N
ALEEN p.= ] M/726/1/5 0260624024 RE FHIRIE

Children

Know your community!

In Japan, Barefoot Gen is
in the children's section
and yet in Canada the
manga is found in the
adult section.
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Manga in North American Libraries: Publishers (En)

English-language manga

Manga Classics (great for kids manga)
TokyoPop (great for kids manga)

VIZ Media (great for kids manga)
Kodansha

First Second

Yen Press

Seven Seas Entertainment

Dark Horse Comics
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Manga in North American Libraries: Publishers (Fr)

French-language manga
* Prologue

« ADP

* Dimedia

« Socadis

« Kana

 Pika Edition
e nobinobi! For more information, check out the
in Montreal, Quebec.

 Soleil Manga
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https://otakulounge.com/
https://otakulounge.com/
https://otakulounge.com/

Man?a in North American Libraries: Censorship &
Localization

Does Shikamaru smoke, or not? Reading manga beyond the 2 solitudes.

19



Manga in North American Libraries: Programming

Enjoying (anime and) manga at your library!

Anime Cons & Comic Cons

Anime & Manga Clubs

Arts-focused Workshops (Comics, cosplay)
Crafts (Sara Smith — make manga bookmarks
and colouring pages from spent volumes)
Literacy (Supporting bilingual readers with
manga in Chinese, French, Japanese, etc.)

Homework Club (Educational manga)

tplotoronto
e public library
Anime and Manga Club 0006

4:00 p.m. - 5:30 p.m. on recurring dates listed below
90 mins

Location

St. Clair/Silverthorn

Drop on by to chat about selected manga and watch an episode of
a new anime! No registration required.

Upcoming dates and what to read for them:
Tuesday September 16th - Full Metal Alchemist

Tuesday October 21st - Kaiju no.08 20



Question & Answer Session




Manga Literacy: Learning how to read
and appreciate Japanese Comics




Manga Literacy is...?

“Manga literacy is defined as “the ability and skill to read and draw manga,”
and manga reading comprehension is “the ability and skill to attain manga story
comprehension.” | will show that manga reading skills change with age, manga
reading literacy skills contribute to story comprehension, and that manga

comprehension has applied implications.”
(Nakazawa, p. 25)
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Manga's Visual Language




Manga's Visual Language

The various elements and techniques
which are presentin manga proper. When
one has a better understanding of
manga’s visual language, then their manga

literacy should also increase.

Today's lesson will focus on Volume One
of Fruits Basket by Natsuki Takaya.
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The Book: Readin

HUH?
COME TO
THINK OF IT, | LIKEI'M

SOHMA-KUN'S N DREAMING.

PARENTS
AREN'T

AHHH,
BUT IS THIS
REALLY AND
TRULY OKAY?

Orientation

>

ARE You
/  sureIT's
[ oxay To HavE
A LODGER?
ON TOP OF
THAT, A
GIRL?

YOU'RE
HAVING
SECOND
THOUGHTS
NOW, AFTER
BEING OVER-
JOYED A

LITTLE WHILE
. AGO?

SIMPLE?

20 THINGS
YOUR WAy,
TOHRU,

ITLL
BE FINE.

. REALLY IS
A MYSTERY.
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The Page: Layouts and Gutters

/ ARE You
/  sureIT's

[ oKay TO HAVE
DREAMING. | A LODGER?
| ONTOP OF
THAT, A

HAVING

SECOND
. / THOUGHTS
I'Mso 9 NOW, AFTER
Lucky BEING OVER-
THAT IT \ JOYED A
MAKES / 70 THINK, ;

soima - LITTLE WHILE
ME FEEL ) '3 AGor
ANXIOUS. KUN'S 4

o HOUSE...

D0 THINGS
YOUR WAY,
TOHRU,

AS LONG
AS SHE
DOESN'T
HUG us.

. REALLY IS
A MYSTERY.
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The Background: Screentones

—

/ ARE YOU

SURE IT'S
OKAY TO HAVE
A LODGER?

F

/

HAVING
SECOND
THOUGHTS
NOW, AFTER
BEING OVER-
JOYED A
LITTLE WHILE
AGO?

AS LONG
AS SHE
DOESN'T
HUG us.

SHEESH.
WHO
SAID MY
LIFE WAS

SIMPLE?

D0 THINGS
YOUR WA,
TOHRU.

IT'LL

BE FINE.

. REALLY IS
A MYSTERY.
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The Panel: Koma and the Flow of Frames

ARE YoOu
SURE IT'S
OKAY TO HAVE
A LODGER?
ON TOP OF

YOU'RE
HAVING
SECOND
THOUGHTS
NOW, AFTER
BEING OVER-
JOYED A
LITTLE WHILE
AGO?

AS LONG
AS SHE
DOESN'T
HUG us.

SHEESH.
WHO

SAID MY

D0 THINGS

YOUR WAY,
TOHRU,

. WREALLY IS
A MYSTERY.
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The Text: Speech Bubbles and Captions

- R |

7

SHEESH. | sHeesH.
ARE YOU WHO ARE You WHo
SURE IT'S SAID MY SURE IT'S SAID MY
OKAY TO HAVE  leg wAS {  OKAY TOHAVE  |eg was
A LODGER? SIMPLE? A LODGER? SIMPLE?
ONTOPOF / |\  ON TOP OF
THAT, A / y THAT, A
GIRL? Ea

YOU'RE YOU'RE
HAVING \ HAVING
SECOND \ SECOND
THOUGHTS THOUGHTS
NOW, AFTER | NOW, AFTER]
BEING OVER- BEING OVER:
JOYED A JOYED A
LITTLE WHILE /| LITTLE WHILI
AGO? AGO?

D0 THINGS
YOUR wAY,

D0 THINGS
TOHRU.

YOUR WAY,
TOHRU.

AS LONG { AS LONG
AS SHE .
DOESN'T

AS SHE ~
| DoEsN'T |
HuG Uus. | HUG Us. o

. REALLY IS === . REALLY IS
A MYSTERY. A MYSTERY.
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The Sound: Sound Effects
and Onomatopoeia

HUH? 3
COME TO | I7's
THINK OF IT; | LIKE I'M
DREAMING.

BUT IS THIS |
| ReaLLy ano E
TRULY OKAY?

70 THINK,
SOHMA-
KUN'S
HOUSE...
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/11

The Sign: Manpu
Iconography

I7's
LIKE I'M
DREAMING.

BUT IS THIS
| ReaLLy an
TRULY OKAY?

70 THINK,
SOHMA-
KUN'S
HOUSE...
N

Ky



Extra: PY3< Yon-koma Four-Panel Comics

@ pokemon_jpn & - Follow

LS 1 i+
......... BN?2BRTE->MDH L@

DAUD ZXFXREBEAZHWE TRT
F—X, KBTI S, Y F7/I\TVAD
BHOFELEEOHEZDFZERLTHL
S1@.

FoMoy)—XiF, 7O71—ILR
DURLI'SARKTA v EFzvIULT
199

#EAF 2D #EFa—#RYF¥ Y
#=r AN—#EI/O— #EN=—#
IRII #RTE—X #RTE—X

R—U—#RTEY #RTy REVR
Y—#EB#AAX #AI VI #1415
A b # DWW #D 5 hvbo #pikachu

#scorbunny #milcery #pokepeace
#pokemon #pokémon #comics
#4frames #illustration

Qv W

44,673 likes
December 4, 2023

Log in to like or comment.
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Manga Annotation




Manga Annotation Exercise

C
=)
8

|

Please annotate the various pages of manga place on the walls in small

éﬂl

groups. This include identifying the reading orientation, the flow of frames,

any manpu iconography present, sound effects, screen tones, and so forth.

F-

Ganbatte! Have fun!
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Thank You!
= vrahbar@student.ubc.ca







Extra Slides
Further information about accessible manga and more.




Understanding Through Comics: A Comics and Comics Studies Journal Club

UBC Po lture Cl r
Home About Us Comics Studies Critical Play Lab Paop Film Pop Pedagogies News Events

Home f Comics Studies / Understanding Through Comics

Protected: Understanding Through Comics

About

Understanding Through Comics: A Comics and Comics Studies Journal Club is a Strategic Equity & Anti-Racism (StEAR) Enhancement Fund-
funded project that explores issues of equity and social justice through graphic narratives. We especially welcome folks new to comics with our
meetings beginning with a brief comics literacy lesson, introducing how exactly one reads sequential art.

Event Information
From October 2025 to March 2026, Understanding Through Comics will host:

» Two Welcome Luncheons at the start of each term

* Seven Discussion Sessions (with free comics!)

¢ One Colloguium

¢ Two End-of-Term Socials, including a comics-making workshop

We invite everyone to register, but online attendees must register as Zoom meeting information will be sent directly to your UBC email.

Registration and Schedule for Winter Term 2025/2026

Winter Term | v

39



Ildentifying Manga




Manga's Print Materiality

You may be reading the wrong way!

» Chiefly black-and-white illustrations

with all-colour covers and title

| It’s true: In keeping with the
' r:urigirml Japanese comic format,
pages A B — this book reads from right to
. . R !' left—so action, sound effects,
. P e rfe Ct b I n d I ng - . _-_ . I and d-l'c'llil‘.-g I:'L'-'.l“(')r.}r"l."_; are
;: - | CUr‘T‘Ip|E‘31{':‘|':,r reversed. This
= Right-to-left reading orientation | 3 | | preserves the orientation of
= - ==={ the original artwork—plus,
- it's fun! Check out the
diagram shown here to get

= Sized5inx7.5in (12 cm x 19 cm)

the hang of things.

= Softcover
©Viz Media 2005

Note: Kids manga does not follow this.
41



Print Manga
##55 Magazines

Low Quality & Ephemeral

“Weekly, fortnightly, monthly, or
bimonthly anthology magazines
containing episode of multiple
manga series, sometimes with
other content.” - The Citi
Exhibition Manga

Print Manga
BHI{TA Volumes

Medium-to-High Quality & Collected

“An individual volume of collected
manga strips [episodes, chapters]
from a single series.” - The Citi

Exhibition Manga

C
=)
8

|
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Digital Manga
Traditional

Mixed Quality & Ephemeral

Manga volumes and magazines
made available as ebooks.
This form of digital mangais

easy for the library to acquire.

Digital Manga
Non-Traditional

C
=)
8

|

Mixed Quality & Ephemeral

Manga made available via
simulpublishing or videos.
This form of digital mangais

difficult for the library to acquire.

Simulpublishing refers to simulpubs

(Simultaneous + Publishing)
43



Accessible Manga Accessible Manga
Audio Braille

C
=)
8

|

Can very rarely acquire Impossible to acquire

Manga images and text is described = Manga images and text is described
then read out loud to readers with then printed in /2=F Japanese Braille.
distribution in DAISY audio format.

Not available outside Japan even if
Only available outside Japan if the CELA and/or NLS member.
patron is a member of NLS or CELA

plus the librarian must read Japanese.
44



Accessible Manga as Video Manga
The Yankee & The White Cane Girl (Love's in Sight!)

45



Manga in North American Libraries: Cataloguing

Cataloguing Tips from Sara Smith (teacher

librarian) of The Graphic Library!

* Large collection? Shelve by format (CB for comic
book, GF for graphic fiction, MAN for manga, and
NGF for Graphic Nonfiction)

» Shelve by series title

0 How to shelve Fullmetal Alchemist by
Hiromu Arakawa?
= Old: 741.5 AKA (741.5 AUT)
= New: MAN FUL (MAN TITLE)




	Slide 1: The Manga Library:  Interactive workshop on comics  from Japan for kids and teens 
	Slide 2: LAND ACKNOWLEDGMENT 
	Slide 3: Self-Introduction & Agenda
	Slide 4: Introducing Manga
	Slide 5: 漫画　まんが　マンガ　Manga & Manga Proper
	Slide 6: アニメ　Anime & メディアミックス　Media Mix
	Slide 7: Classifying Manga
	Slide 8: Manga's Age Ratings
	Slide 9: Manga's Genres or Target Demographics
	Slide 10: 子供向け漫画 Kodomomuke Manga for Kids
	Slide 11: 少女漫画 Shōjo Manga Manga for Girls
	Slide 12: 少年漫画 Shōnen Manga Manga for Boys
	Slide 13: 女性漫画 Josei Manga Manga for Young Women
	Slide 14: 青年漫画 Seinen Manga Manga for Young Men (adults)
	Slide 15: Manga in North American Libraries
	Slide 16: Manga in North American Libraries:  Cataloguing
	Slide 17: Manga in North American Libraries:  Publishers (En)
	Slide 18: Manga in North American Libraries:  Publishers (Fr)
	Slide 19: Manga in North American Libraries: Censorship & Localization 
	Slide 20: Manga in North American Libraries:  Programming
	Slide 21: Question & Answer Session
	Slide 22: Manga Literacy: Learning how to read  and appreciate Japanese Comics
	Slide 23: Manga Literacy is... ?
	Slide 24: Manga's Visual Language
	Slide 25: Manga's Visual Language
	Slide 26: The Book: Reading Orientation
	Slide 27: The Page: Layouts and Gutters
	Slide 28: The Background: Screentones
	Slide 29: The Panel: Koma and the Flow of Frames
	Slide 30: The Text: Speech Bubbles and Captions
	Slide 31: The Sound: Sound Effects  and Onomatopoeia
	Slide 32: The Sign: Manpu  Iconography
	Slide 33: Extra: 四コマ Yon-koma Four-Panel Comics​
	Slide 34: Manga Annotation
	Slide 35: Manga Annotation Exercise
	Slide 36: Thank You! ✉︎ vrahbar@student.ubc.ca 
	Slide 37
	Slide 38: Extra Slides Further information about accessible manga and more. 
	Slide 39: Understanding Through Comics: A Comics and Comics Studies Journal Club
	Slide 40: Identifying Manga
	Slide 41: Manga's Print Materiality
	Slide 42: Print Manga 雑誌　Magazines 
	Slide 43: Digital Manga Traditional 
	Slide 44: Accessible Manga Audio
	Slide 45: Accessible Manga as Video Manga The Yankee & The White Cane Girl (Love's in Sight!)
	Slide 46: Manga in North American Libraries:  Cataloguing

